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BOSTON, MASS., DECEMBER 15, 1869. 

WILL ETJEOPE DISABM?. 

Nearly two months ago, the Vienna Presse, apparently 
on the authority of some member of the Austrian govern- 
ment, asserted that the sovereigns of Europe, led by Napo- 
leon III., -were negotiating for a general disarmament, and 
that the purpose was to do away with great standing armies 
in time of peace. No one knew how much importance to 
attaeh to the suggestion ; but it met with a hearty response 
wherever it was noticed at all ; and nothing but the threat- 
ening aspect of political affairs in France, prevented it from 
becoming a prominent topic of discussion. 

The subject is now revived by semi-official whispers in 
Paris, that seem probable. It would be like Napoleon to 
make some bold and momentous stroke of policy to strengthen 
his dynasty in France. It would be like him to go about 
it, too, in the most indirect way ; to feel public opinion by 
starting a rumor a thousand miles from home, which he 
might afterwards affirm or deny at pleasure ; and to follow 
this up by louder rumors, nearer home, as his plans seemed 
to promise well, if he is really convinced that the resources of 
oppression and deception are exhausted, and that his throne 
can only be sustained now by true service to the people, 
there is no act within his power — there has never been an 
act within the power of any sovereign — which promises to 
relieve mankind, to promote civilization, and to identify his 
name with the permanent good of his country, more than 
this. 

But whether the idea comes from his mind or not, it has 
now reached the people, and is too great, too simple, too 
good, to be easily suppressed. If it is his, or is adopted 
by him, and carried out in good faith, it may prolong the 
empire ; if he rejects it, or palters with it, it is likely to 
hasten his fall. The people cannot fail to see what a bur- 
den half a dozen men, for no public interest, but for their 
personal ambition, impose on Europe. To start such a 
discussion, without carrying it out to its logical and states- 
man-like end, is to kindle fire in a powder magazine. To 
suggest disarming now, is what it was to spread the phi- 
losophy of equality among the crushed people of the last 
century. 

For, the facts cannot be disguised. The present annual cost 
in money of the armies of Europe, as acknowledged in the 
ordinary budgets, is $536,000,000 in gold. The annual 
interest on their monarchs' war debts paid by the people 
is $584,000,000 more. Two million eight hundred thou- 
sand men, the flower of the people of Europe, are kept 
under arms year after year, idly awaiting the orders of 
their sovereigns, all of them taken from productive industry 
and trained only as machines of destruction. The loss to the 
community by this waste of labor, is at least one million 
dollars a day, in addition to the cost of maintaining them. 
It is thus far within the truth when we say that the actual 
cost to Europe of war, and warlike preparations in time of 
peace, is fifteen hundred millions of dollars every year ; or 
that, recognising the national debts incurred for past wars 
as inviolable, the gain to the people by disbanding their armies 
now, would be one thousand millions of dollars every year. 

The results to the world of such a saving of life and 
material' wealth cannot be described beforehand; they 
would inevitably far transcend any picture which the most 
sanguine imagination could draw. There would no longer 
be a necessity for poverty or an apology for crime. Every 
laborer would have before him a plain way to comfort for his 



family, and education for his children. Industry, ingenu- 
ity, practical science, and in their train every form of 
intellectual activity and diffused knowledge, reinforced by 
an amount of wealth and of leisure which no age or nation 
has ever yet enjoyed, would move rapidly forward to acqui- 
sitions and achievements surpassing the dreams of social 
reformers. Give to labor everywhere its own full reward, 
untaxed by the selfish ambitions and the wild passions of 
the great, and poets will no longer look to remote traditions 
for the golden age. 

Such a prospect cannot safely be held before the people 
as possible, and then kept from them by the will of a few 
men. If, as is possible, Napoleon has begun this agitation, 
he must mean to carry it on, and to drive all other mon- 
archs to join him. It is the most magnificent plan ever 
devised for winning the leadership of the people, and, 
should it succeed, must succeed so gloriously, that he can 
afford to postpone for. a long time the question how . his 
power shall be maintained when the army which gave him 
all his importance is gone. The spectacle of the greatest 
robber on earth returning to his victims what is left of their 
spoils, and throwing himself on their gratitude for the 
future, would be one of the most memorable in history. 

The talk of the French politicians about Prussia is 
meaningless. Of all the powers of Europe, the new 
German empire has least, perhaps, to lose by disbanding 
its regular army. That great army has been maintained 
only because Napoleon's million of men were a perpetual 
menace; and, of all European nations, Prussia is that 
which is best able to defy invasion for many years to come, 
if her regular forces were dismissed to productive industry. 
Her whole people have a military training, and would spring 
to arms under a patriotic impulse, as those of the United 
States did in 1861. But Prussia needs rest, reduced taxes, 
and time for a peaceful consolidation of her new provinces, 
and has no temptation to disturb the peace of Europe. 
Napoleon has been the disturber of the Continent, and ail 
recent' alarms and rumors of war have come from his known 
power and apprehended purpose to do mischief. Let his 
army be given up, or taken from him, and a new era of 
peace will fairly begin. — 2f. T. Post. 



Probabilities of European Disarmament. — No man 
can safely predict -the future of European politics ; but there are 
some well known and very significant facts which favor the hope 
of a large proportionate reduction of their armaments by the 
great powers of Europe. 

1. There has long been • growing opinion in its favor among 
her best and ablest statesmen. This has been true especially of 
British statesmen, and we think of those on the continent 
to a much greater extent than is generally suspected. 

2. Some movements have already been made in this direc- 
tion by some of her governments that are supposed to be the 
most warlike. Such was the proposal of Louis Napoleon in 1863 
for calling a general Congress of all the European States, and 
which failed only through the strange, ijl-advised reluctance of 
"England to come heartily into the measure. 

8. The mass of the people in nearly, if not quite every coun- 
try of Europe are impatient for some such measure, and would 
hail it with acclamations of joy, insomuch that the statesman or 
government that shall secure such a boon for them would win 
from them a glory far beyond that of any warrior. 

4. Something of the kind is slowly but surely becoming ne- 
cessary to forestall revolution, and keep monarchs safe on their 
thrones. Twenty years of quiet moral influences, and peaceful 
agitation of popular rights, have at length created such-demands 
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in favor of the public as must ere long be met in some way, and 
can. in no way so well as by such a movement. 

5. The war-system, by its enormous expense, and its various 
improvements in the means of destroying life and property by 
. wholesale, is killing itself, and is certainly doomed to ultimate 
suicide. It cannot possibly continue long at the present rate 
of competition. It must in time bankrupt every government 
in Europe ; and its rulers begin to see that the sooner they 
stop their mad competition, the better. 



A SUGGESTION TO PEACE SOCIETIES. 

Finding my name honored with a place; among the Directors 
of the Peace Society, may I suggest a new and somewhat 
varied turn to its efforts? I wish to see them more effective. 
-I think they have already accomplished a good deal; but far 
more is yet needed. The Society, composed of men of first- 
rate talents and merit, and occupying the best vantage-ground 
that moral principle can afford, has for fifty years kept more or 
less before the public the evils of the war-system, physical, 
moral, political and religious, exposing its absurdity, its ineffi- 
cacy for the ends it professedly seeks, and showing that rational 
and feasible methods might be devised to answer those pur- 
poses as soon as public sentiment shall discard war. The so- 
ciety has, also, been careful to keep its position distinctly before 
the public, free from dogmas of no-government, and the like, 
with which it has sometimes been charged. It might have been 
expected, that, in this land of immediateness, the assiduous 
labors of such men in such a cause, and with their hands up- 
held by men of like character in foreign lands would by this 
time have trained up a generation opposed to war. 

Let me not be misunderstoood. I would by no means under- 
value what has already been accomplished. A great deal has 
been done, far more than could have been expected from the 
amount of means used, and yet only a small part of what, needs 
to be done. The good leaven is obviously at work ; but still 
the public aspects are far from being such as might have been 
expected from communities professing a religion of peace. The 
effects already produced are indeed worth a hundred-fold more 
than their cost, and may well prompt to increased and more 
vigorous efforts. 

I would, however, recommend a variation of efforts. I would 
for the present direct them mainly to the church, the Protes- 
tant church. The true Church of Christ was, is, and ever will 
be " the light of the world, the ground and pillar of the truth." 
It is to this source we must look for success. There is nothing 
in principle or in practice more inconsistent with Christianity 
than war. Surely our churches can and .must be made to see 
and feel this, and be induced to act accordingly. The contrast 
between the laws of Christ's house and the laws of belligerent 
warfare, ought to be so kept before the church, that the profes- 
sion of arms, an enlistment in the army or navy, would be 
regarded as an open renunciation of Christianity not to be tol- 
erated at all. 

Christ, presented in Revelation as walking " in the midst of 
the golden candlestick?, and holding the stars in his right 
hand," says to his disciples now as then, "I know thy works." 
His eyes are still as a name of fire; and his view of all the 
religion gathered about armies and navies, war chaplains and 
war prayers, is not less discriminating now than when he pro- 
nounced those pretenders to be " Synagogues of Satan." 

Pittsford, Vt., 1869. S. W. BOARDMAN. 

We would call attention to the foregoing suggestion of our 
venerable friend, long a veteran in our cause, and hope it will 
be heeded especially by Christian ministers and churches. 
Their apathy on Peace is truly amazing, and proves how 
widely they have departed from the teaching and example of 
Christ, his apostles, and the great body of his followers for 
some three centuries. At that time they used to say, ',1 am a 
Christian; I cannot fight." 1 What do Christians say now P 
».«««» , — _ 

Archbishop Wheatley_ says, "War is a great disgrace to 
oivilixed meirand Christians.** 



FATHER HYACINTHE ON WAR. 
(At the annual meeting of. the League of Peace in Paris, 
last summer, he delivered a long and elaborate "speech, 
translated for the J3ond of Peace. We condense flic sub- 
stance.) 

The International and Permanent League of Peace proposes 
to act in every way on public opinion ; and this, is why.it ap-- 
peals to all proper light to illumine and direct it. Among 
these lights it should place in the front rank the Gospel ; and 
the Gospel I bring for my.part in the work of peace ; not that 
Gospel of which bigots in all ages have dreamt, narrow as their 
own minds and hearts, but that which I have received from , 
Jesus Christ. ; the gospel which overcomes everything and ex- 
cludes nothing ; which repeats and accomplishes the words of '- 
the master: "He who is not against you is for you;" and 
which, instead of repulsing the hand held out, of itself goes out 
to meet all just ideas and all honest men. 

Let me, before showing in religion and in virtue the best 
safeguard of peace, review the services which earthly institutions, 
interests and virtues can render it. 

I name, in the first place institutions. Perhaps I have erred 
in so doing, for when one asks himself reflectively what would 
be the proper institutions to assure the peace of the world, he 
struggles with ideas so impracticable, that he feels himself 
touching the region of chimeras. I see hardly an efficient 
institution except a sovereign international court of justice, 
having for its object to judge the disagreements which arise 
among men, and to prevent by observed decrees all bloody col- 
lision. The future will perhaps enjoy such an institution. I 
am one of those who believe so much the more in progress, be- 
cause they have a more complete faith in the Gospel, in the 
grace of redemption, in all the supernatural powers placed in 
the world directly, principally without doubt, to save the souls 
in it, but also by a necessary and glorious rebound to save the 
people and the entire humanity, It is possible that in a fu- 
ture more or less distant, our descendants may salute this great 
Areopagus, which would realize in this part of the continent 
something of what has been called the United States of Europe. 
But after all, this is not the day in which I speak, and therefore 
such an institution could not figure among the efficient barriers 
that we would oppose to war. 

I choose rather to consider two important powers — diplo- 
macy representing governments, and public opinion represent- 
ing the people. It is the business of diplomacy and the busi^ 
ness of public opinion, elevating both to the height of the mis- 
sion that the will of God and the human conscience have made 
for them, to oppose insurmountable obstacles to the invasion of 
this scourge. Let diplomacy, renouncing the spirit as well as 
the letter of Machiavelli, regret this false science of expedients, 
and this wicked art of deceptions ; let it illumine itself in the 
grand light of principles ; let it inspire itself with the flame of 
generous sentiments ; and soon it shall have established in all 
the great European centers an international league, a perma- 
nent sovereign congress of Peace. But why do I speak alone of 
Europe, when I hear that from the extremity of Asia, across 
the crumbling abutments of the great wall, old China sends to- 
wards us a son of young America, and requests by her ambas- 
sador the honor of being introduced into the union fraternity of 
civilized nations ? It is such diplomacy which surely holds the 
secrets of the future. 

Yet it is more to public opinion that we must turn for our 
projects of peace. Pascal said : " Opinion is the queen of the 
world, while force is but the tyrant." It was the dawn of pub- 
lic opinion which scarcely gleamed in the days of Pascal and of 
Louis XIV. The dawn has heightened since ; it touches its 
noon ; and everywhere to-day it reaches towards putting an end 
to the caprices of personal governments. 

Personal governments have had reasons for their existence 
and usefulness in other ages. There is need in childhood of 
personal masters and perceptors ; but as Paul said, in speaking 
of regenerated humanity, we are neither children nor slaves, 
we have the_ right to enter into possession of our heritage. This 
is why this is no time for personal governments. It is time for 
the government. of public opinion, for the government of. the 
country by itself; and because all countries cry out and extend 



